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direction and Vedic exposition, but, in a later
age, made it a divine law to be consulted in
every question of conscience and religion.

The Pandavas, having gained a powerful
ally in King Drupada, now demanded their
rightful share of Kuruland. Dhritarashtra
agreed to assign them the barren waste west
of the River Jumna where Yudhishthir, the
eldest brother, built the city of Delhi. The
Kauravas, on the other hand, held sway over
the fertile plains between the Jumna and
Ganges. The gradual territorial expansion
and national prosperity of the Pandava state
aroused Duryodhan's jealousy, and he re-
volved a dark scheme in his mind when he
invited his cousins to some Court festivities
to be held at Hastinapur, Yudhishthir,
accepting a friendly challenge to a game of
dice, staked gold and silver, chariots and
elephants, but always lost; and the heavy
losses only added to his gambling spirit.
Duryodhan, by unfair means, won all his
opponent's wealth, cheating him out of
palaces and cities, land and people, and his
royal crown. The unfortunate Pandavas
were homeless again. The stipulation was
that they should be wanderers for twelve
years, and if the Kauravas failed to espy
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